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THIS IS A CHEF’S STORY. WHAT’S YOURS?
For years, acclaimed Cape Town chef, Brad, served prawns as his daily special. They were popular and profitable. 
But after talking to SASSI and learning about sustainable seafood, he removed all Orange-listed options from 
his menu. Braving ridicule and reduced turnover, he vowed to only bring them back once he could find suppliers 
committed to improving their sustainability.

SHARE THIS STORY | KEEP FISHMONGERS COMMITTED | CHOOSE GREEN
Visit www.sassistories.co.za for more. 
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YOU  HAVE A CHOICE. MAKE IT GREEN.
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What you’re holding in 
your hands – or reading on 
the screen of your preferred 
mobile or desktop device 
– is the first issue of our 
Panda Bulletin this year. 
It also happens to be a 
bumper edition, covering 
a wide range of WWF 
projects from the first  
half of 2015.

It has been a particularly 
productive one for WWF, 
as we have run successful 
campaigns for Earth Hour, 

the Journey of Water and our sustainable seafood initiative, 
SASSI. During this time we also strengthened our presence 
among the small-scale fishing community in Kleinmond, in 
the Kogelberg Marine Protected Area. This is the pilot site of 
a still burgeoning area of work in our marine conservation 
efforts.

What connects these initiatives is that they are underpinned 
by one or more of the following human essentials: food, 
energy and water – three necessities which are intrinsically 
connected and required for all people to survive and thrive 
on our beautiful planet. As the changing climate and other 
environmental pressures come to bear on these resources, 
however, we recognise the need to work across sectors to find 
solutions to these challenges.

This is why we have included insights into our food, energy 
and water security from some of the leading thinkers at  
WWF South Africa, while also offering direction on the 
strategic action needed to place our country firmly on a path  
to sustainability.

As an avid supporter of WWF, you know the principles of 
sustainability are critical to us. We have chosen to walk the 
talk by repurposing a modest property in the Johannesburg 
CBD and turning it into a green building. We’re proud of 
this new space – not just because it confirms our investment 
in our country and growing democracy (which is 21 years 
old this year) but also because we understand that there 
are individuals and organisations looking to us to lead by 
example. We hope that you are as inspired as we are by  
these new developments.
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THE JOURNEY OF WATER: 
TRACING THE JOURNEY FROM 
PARADISE TO A PARADISE LOST

WWF Report

Recently a group of influential young South Africans set off on a four-day “Journey of 
Water” that took them from the central Drakensberg to the city of Pietermaritzburg, 
covering 84km. Along the way their eyes were opened to the threats facing our water 
security as well as the inspiring work of ordinary South Africans who are looking for 
solutions.This was their journey… 

Day One:
We stood in the windswept and frosty wetlands of Highmoor Reserve 
in KwaZulu-Natal, huddled near WWF’s resilient landscape project 
manager, Vaughan Koopman.

With the distant sentinels of the cloud-tipped Drakensberg Mountains 
as his backdrop, he gestured to the damp ground below our feet.
It was incredible to look down and think that the ground we were 
standing on held the water that would soon flow from taps in local 
municipalities to the south.

But because three quarters of South Africans can turn on a tap and 
receive fresh, good quality drinking water, we often take it for granted. 
And that’s what the Journey of Water is about: making us think about 
the epic journey water needs to take in order to reach our taps, and the 
threats it faces along the way.

Day Two:
In the southern Drakensberg, water’s journey continues through forests 
and farms, flowing into money and jobs — but issues of drought and 
pollution are abundant.

Because South Africa’s rainfall is seasonal, we rely on a massive 
infrastructure of dams that store water for the dry autumn and winter 
periods. One of those dams is the newly built Springrove Dam — the 
first stop on the second day of our journey.

During the course of the day, WWF’s Sue Viljoen shared some troubling 
facts concerning our consumption of water. She explained that about 
60-70% of South Africa’s water is used for irrigation and agriculture. 
Roughly 15,000 litres of water is used to produce 1kg of beef; 6,000 
litres of water is used to produce 1kg of pork, while 4,300 litres is used 
for 1kg of chicken.

Today’s journey went a long way towards showing that we need to find 
ways to better manage our water usage, and take better care of this 
precious commodity we take for granted.

The walkers begin their journey near the foothills 
of the Drakesnberg Mountains. The still waters of the Springrove greeted walkers on day two.

At times the terrain could be a little tricky, requiring fancy footwork  
to navigate land and water.
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Day Three:
As we made our way along one of five tributaries of Midmar Dam, 
the smell of sewage was almost overpowering as we tried to find clear 
footing in the quagmire of human waste around us. This is a hugely 
important water source that is fast becoming toxic.

But there are beacons of hope. On day three, we met some of the people 
coming together to become part of the solution among these broken 
systems.

We docked on the murky banks of Midmar, with Mphophomeni dotting 
the rolling foothills of the Drakensberg in the distance, and met up with 
Liz Taylor of the Duzi Umgeni Conservation Trust (DUCT) there.

Through their efforts in cleaning up water sources feeding Midmar, 
Taylor and the rest of the DUCT team, consisting of residents in the 
area, are slowing down the problem. Without their help, it’s possible 
we might have already passed the point of no return in Midmar.

Day Four:
Our final day began with a trip to Henley Dam, set in the valley of 
Edendale outside Pietermaritzburg, which we left behind to snake our 
way through the foothills, catching glimpses of the Msunduzi River as 
we made our way south on foot.

Around us were countless examples of small, well-managed sanitation 
systems that are looked after locally, showing that expensive 
engineering schemes are not always the best solution to water and 
sanitation issues. Alternative strategies need to be investigated.

We ended our epic, educational and fun journey of water by paddling 
in teams downstream to the nearby Natal Canoe Club on the Msunduzi 
River – where green slime had enveloped the water’s surface – mostly 
succeeding in our efforts to avoid contact with the water.

For the walkers who participated, the last four days had been a 
revelation and an opportunity to form new friendships and networks. 
Importantly, the Journey of Water also inspired deep reflection: We 
think that fresh water is an everlasting, abundant resource; that every 
time we turn on the tap it will flow, just like it always has, into our lives.

In reality we all have a role to play in protection this precious resource. 

“I plan to take the journey 
of water into...schools,  
and impart the lessons 
I’ve learnt,” - Miss Earth 
SA, Ilze Saunders

“When we get back to 
our respective cities, 
will we continue the same 
wasteful habits? I hope not. 
Will we open the tap and 
think about water’s journey? 
I think so. This has been 
such an eye-opener, and I 
challenge everyone to carry 
this message forward. 
The journey of water should 
not finish just because 
we’ve finished the walk.” 
- ProVerb, hip-hop artist

WWF Report

Go to www.journeyofwater.co.za to find out 
where you water comes.
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Reporting by Stuart Dickinson
Groups such as DUCT are working to clean up water sources feeding 

 the nearby Midmar Dam.

The third day saw walkers passing through the 
Mphophomeni settlement. 

The group had a tough time avoiding contact with the 
polluted waters of the Dusi River. 
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WWF Opinion

STARING INTO AN 
EMPTY WATER BARREL
As we wring our collective hands over Eskom’s demise and chide that water will be 
next, should we all be packing for Perth or throwing the last of our savings into a garden 
borehole? How is South Africa preparing for the Imperfect Storm on a hotter and more 
crowded planet, asks WWF South Africa’s Christine Colvin.

There is a symphony of alarm bells ringing 
for water security worldwide, and other 
countries and cities are already staring 
down the barrel of an empty water pipe in 
the face of climate change.

In the US they are talking about 
‘Megadroughts’ as California (the 8th largest 
economy in the world, ahead of Russia) is 
experiencing its worst drought in history 
with 94% of the state declared to be in severe 
drought.  Sao Paulo, Brazil’s largest city of 11 
million, has only a few months’ water left. 

Commentators try to scoop the headlines by 
saying the next wars will be fought over water. 
We know that is already happening. As with 
our service delivery protests, ‘water wars’ are 
predominantly civil wars between the ‘haves’ 
and ‘have-nots’.  Analysts acknowledge that 
the 2009 Syrian drought, which forced an 
estimated 1.5 million farmers and their  
families into the cities and dramatically 

increased food prices, contributed to the 
political destabilisation of the country.

When the lights go out we have options to 
light a candle, plug in the generator, or gather 
around the braai. When the taps run dry, as 
Joburg experienced last September and again 
in February, and one in 10 South Africans 
experience on a daily basis, the alternatives for 
most are non-existent. Water is renewable but 
not replaceable.

There are three key points of failure that the 
water sector shares with energy in South 
Africa. Firstly, and obviously, key elements of 
South Africa’s water infrastructure are failing. 
Our waste water treatment plants have not 
kept pace with urban growth and are now 
major polluters of our water ways. 

In addition, our ecological infrastructure – 
the living landscapes that yield flows into 
rivers and aquifers – is weakened by over-

cultivation, sprawling low density settlements, 
an invasion of thirsty alien vegetation and, 
in some areas, mining. More than half of 
Mpumalanga is under prospecting license, 
mainly for acid generating coal mines, and 
we are weighing the costs and benefits on the 
wrong scales. We need to assess the cumulative 
impact of a ‘death by a 1000 cuts’ and keep 
coal mining out of the 8% of our land area that 
gives us half our water.  

Secondly our water institutions have not 
transformed at the pace necessary to lead 
the sector towards the new reality we all 
face. Catchment management agencies were 
envisaged in our 1997 legislation and only 
two of the nine proposed are functional. And 
thirdly, we are not responding fast enough 
to getting the basics right in new ways. Our 
energy sector is finally bringing renewable 
energy on-line, but we are still too ‘locked-in’ 
to traditional coal-fired power.
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However, it will surprise most South African’s 
to know that we have some comparative 
advantages over larger economies in facing 
a new water future. We have good plans at 
scales that matter. We have a visionary water 
law that supports these plans. And we have a 
knowledgeable and innovative water sector. 

At the highest level, our national development 
plan is clear that we need water security to 
grow the economy. The water sector has 
its own National Water Resource Strategy, 
developed in consultation with big business 
and NGOs. But the skeletons of these grand 
plans can only be brought to life by the muscle 
of local government. 

Water Affairs has assessed the needs and 
future supply options for all of our 900 towns, 
with a focus first on reducing losses to leaks 
and ‘demand side management’. 
 
We have individual reconciliation strategies for 
all towns and water risk reduction strategies. 

Our plans are well informed and build on  
a substantial knowledge base. The Water 
Research Commission invests in ideas and 
capacity through-out our sector. Last year 
eThekwini Water and Sanitation bagged the 
Stockholm International Water prize for their 
pioneering work in bringing water to over a 
million people during the last 14 years and 
(even more difficult) sanitation to 700,000. 
Each year millions move to cities, and water 
scarce countries such as South Africa cannot 
afford to service these new urban communities 
with water-borne sewage and flush toilets.  
The alternatives need to be socially acceptable 
and locally manageable.

We have serious battles ahead in the war 
for enough water. While fracking looks 
increasingly infeasible in the remote Karoo, 
if it moves ahead in the same paradigm as 
mining in South Africa, the 300 towns that are 
dependent on groundwater in the Karoo have 
no viable alternatives beyond their  
vulnerable aquifers. 

We need to focus on getting the basics right in 
new ways for water.  An increasingly volatile 
future will demand the best of engineered, 
community and ecological solutions.
Re-engineering catchments is not an option, 
so we must prioritise and protect the 
infrastructure that nature gave us – living 
rivers and safe stores of groundwater – to 
realise our ambitions for a water secure future.

The real game-changer for 
energy in Africa is likely to 
be hydropower, with 40 000 
MW due to come on stream 
in the Congo and more in the 
Zambezi, the DRC and Zambia 
are set to become the Africa 
power-houses. 

1. Be aware of your direct water footprint. Conduct a 
water audit at home, determine your monthly water 
use from your municipal bill and set goals to become 
more water efficient. Monitor your use and keep track 
of your progress.

 

2. Switch off all water appliances and taps and check 
your water meter to see if you have a leak. Fix leaks 
at home and report public water leaks to your local 
municipality. An estimated 37% of water is lost from 
leaks in urban supply systems and last year, water 
leaks costs South Africa about R7.2 billion.

 

3. Make your garden water-wise by planting indigenous 
drought-resistant plants which require minimal 
watering. Additionally, only water your garden 
very early in the morning or after sunset to reduce 
unnecessary evaporation.

        For more water-saving tips
        go to www.journeyofwater.co.za

Water Saving Tips 
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WWF Report

CASTING OUR NETS 
WITH SMALL-SCALE FISHERS

With many of our inshore marine resources badly overexploited, including important 
species such as abalone, West Coast rock lobster and a number of key linefish species, 
South Africa’s small-scale fishing communities face an uncertain future unless new 
solutions can be found to managing this complex sector.

This is why WWF has been working with fishing communities in the Kogelberg area and 
various stakeholders in Kleinmond to address some of the key environmental and social 
challenges facing small-scale fisheries. Our work in this area has brought us into close 
contact with various fisher folk, helping us to better understand their aspirations as well  
as their struggles. Here is a unique insight into this community as seen through the eyes  
of the small-scale fishers themselves.

Nolan Swarts
Nolan Swarts remembers a time when marine resources were abundant along the 
Overberg coastline. “Before, we had a lot of fish. This is not the case anymore.” 

He reckons overfishing, poaching as well as ecological changes, have all played its part 
in the changes he has witnessed over the last decades.

Nolan says he worries about the future for small-scale fishers in this region. “The times 
are gone where people caught bags of fish at a time. These days you are lucky to come 
back with even a few fish at a time when you go out for the day.”
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Reginald Samuels 
It is not easy making a living off the sea, says Reginald 
Samuels. “The sea gives life and also takes it. 

“The harbour is the heart and soul of Kleinmond,” he says. 
“This (the harbour) is part of our heritage. This place is  
sacred to us.” 

Samuels believes any future development for the region cannot 
be done without proper consultation with the locals.  He says 
small-scale fishers are witnessing huge ecological changes 
along the coastline. “The climate is changing. The winds are 
getting stronger and the distribution ranges of fish that used  
to be abundant in the area, is shifting.” 

“Yes, there is poaching and overfishing, but that is not the only 
reason (for the observed chances). As the climate is changing, 
our fish is also disappearing.”

Mary Hull
“I am hopeful that WWF-SA is doing in the region is going to 
benefit small-scale fishers. I am really full of hope for the future.”

Winston Hull
“We fisher folk – now I am talking of the real fisher folk – don’t 
have blood in our veins. We have salt water in our veins. 

“Being a small-scale fisher often is like being caught between  
a rock and a hard place.” 

Many small-scale fishers like the Hull family have huge 
expectations of the government’s long-awaited small-scale 
fisheries policy which WWF South Africa is supporting through 
a so-called fisheries improvement project. 

The alternative – a slow death for the local fishing community 
and its culture – is just “unimaginable”, says Winston. “If you 
take me out of this bay, I might as well just stop breathing 
already.”

Charl du Plessis
Marine conservation is important but decisions to exclude 
small-scale fishers from certain species along the coastline 
should be taken with great care. This is the opinion of Charl du 
Plessis, a former teacher turned small-scale fisher.

He questions how much the marine protected area in Bettys 
Bay benefits the fish population that small-scale fishers are 
dependent upon. “There are certain species that may breed 
there, but in my view it is not a main breeding area. Geelbek is 
a seasonal fish that comes in here when the South Easter blows 
when the warm water comes in there.

“That reserve (in Bettys Bay) to me is a farce. The marine 
protected area is good to protect the perlemoen – that I agree 
– but it has all been poached out now anyway. It is good to 
protect the alikrik and the small shellfish and what have you. 
But fish? Fish is not something that lives in an area like a cat 
and a dog. Fish is here today, gone tomorrow. It all depends 
on the weather.”

The realities faced by small-scale fishers are harsh and immediate. 
They struggle daily. They are often burdened with debt and a highly 
variable environment in which the effects of climate change as well as 
the availability of fish directly impact on their livelihoods. In addition 
to the many institutional constraints that often impede progress in 
small-scale fishing communities, they have also been disadvantaged by 
the pricing system in the fisheries sector and this requires application 
of developmental models such as Fair Trade. A pragmatic approach 
to addressing the environmental sustainability issues of the fishing 
activities in the area will not succeed unless it considers the additional 
challenges of poverty, unemployment and inequality which are 
rampant in coastal communities. WWF plans to grow this project and 
introduce it in other fishing communities along the  
South African coast.
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WWF Feature

HAPPY 21ST BIRTHDAY, 
SOUTH AFRICA

Celebrating 21 years of environmental achievements

On 27 April 2015, South Africa celebrated 21 years of democracy. Celebrating a 21st 
birthday is a significant milestone, a sense of reaching adulthood – a time for reflection 
on and celebration. WWF South Africa would like to toast our country’s achievement by 
reflecting and celebrating 21 significant environmental successes in our country’s formative 
years. Happy birthday South Africa, long may our collective maturity to protect our special 
environmental heritage continue!
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1994
In 1994, as the new democratic South Africa emerged so a 
bold constitution was developed in the years following so as 
to protect the rights of South Africa’s people and the precious 
land we all call home.

2007

2009

2015

South Africa’s ‘long-term mitigation scenarios’ were 
issued, a comprehensive and rigorous analysis of the 
potential to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in South 
Africa which showed that we could peak, plateau and 
decline our emissions over the period to 2050.

2009 saw the signing of the first ‘biodiversity 
agreement’ between land reform beneficiaries, the 
Mgundeni community, and the provincial  
conservation authority, KZN Ezemvelo Wildlife.

In early 2015, Operation Phakisa – a government 
initiative to unlock the ocean economy in South 
Africa – committed to protecting 5% of South 
Africa’s ocean territory compared to less than  
1% currently.

2011 In October 2011, following emission reduction 
targets set in early 2010 the National Climate 
Change Response White Paper was adopted, 
translating the stated intentions – 34% by 2020 
and 42% by 2025 – into domestic policy and plans.

2004
The South African hake 
trawl fishery became the 
first fishery in Africa to be 
certified as sustainable by 
the Marine Stewardship 
Council (MSC).

2011 In Durban in December 2011, South Africa 
successfully hosted the 17th Congress of the Parties 
(COP) to the United Nations Framework  
Convention on Climate Change.  

2013 South Africa’s first offshore marine protected area 
was declared around Prince Edward Island in 
April 2013. At the time of the declaration it was 
the 7th biggest MPA in the world.

2014 The Western Cape’s first nature reserve to be 
declared in two decades, in September 2014, was in 
the semi-arid biodiversity hotspot of the Succulent 
Karoo – the Knersvlakte – home to many small 
‘vetplante’ and dwarf plants.

2011 Under the Integrated Coastal Management Act, 
South Africa banned the driving of 4X4 vehicles on 
beaches in 2011.

2012 In May 2012, the government launched the mining 
and biodiversity guidelines to ensure strong  
guidelines in protection of critical landscapes and  
water source areas.

2013 To encourage more skills in the environmental sector, 
the government launched ‘Groen Sebenza’ in June 
2013. It is a major skills development and job creation 
pilot programme.

2010 In January 2010, South Africa committed to cut 
its emissions below project business as usual 
emissions, subject to finance and technology 
support from developed countries. This showed 
leadership within the context of United Nations 
climate negotiations since developing countries 
were not required to make any commitments.

1998
Two important environmental laws were passed in 1998 to 
protect both land and sea – the National Environmental 
Management Act (NEMA) and the Marine Living Resources  
Act (MLRA).

2001 In 2001, the Succulent Karoo Ecosystem 
Programme (SKEP) identified conservation targets 
and a bold 20 year vision for the unique Succulent 
Karoo biodiversity hotspot.

2003 A plastic bag levy was introduced in South Africa 
in 2003 to minimise the use of plastic   
shopping bags.

1998
On 29 May 1998, Cape Town’s 
iconic mountain was protected 
for future generations as it was 
proclaimed as the Table Mountain 
National Park.

2004 The South African National Biodiversity Institute 
(SANBI) was established in 2004 with an extended 
focus from plants under the National Botanical 
Institute to include all aspects of biodiversity – from 
ecosystems to species – thus supporting policies and 
decisions relating to South Africa’s rich biodiversity.
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HOW TO MAKE 
EVERYDAY EARTH HOUR
Although Sanlam had already embarked on a plan of action to save energy, a “light bulb” 
moment came during Earth Hour 2012, explains Sanlam’s Senior Engineer,  
Weyers Ludick.

Through his company Drake and Scull 
Technical Services, Ludick’s job is to manage 
the diversified financial services group’s 
mechanical and electrical installations for their 
headquarters in Bellville outside Cape Town.

It’s a mammoth task for a building where over 
5000 people come to work each day and entire 
floors need to be air-conditioned and lit up 
so that staff can carry on with their work in 
comfort.

At its heart is the old 1970s original building, 
joined by enormous glass atriums to a north 
and south block that were built in 1993, 
creating a cavernous space that needs to be 
heated and cooled.

But in 2012, there was a game changer.

Around March of that year, Eskom appealed 
to companies to save electricity between 4pm 

and 10pm. After carefully considering all 
the factors, Ludick decided to switch off the 
air-conditioning at 4pm, motivated by the fact 
that the majority of staff would be leaving the 
building by 5pm.

Without any discernible change to the comfort 
levels in the building, the savings were evident 
through an energy management system that 
had been installed some years prior.

Then during Earth Hour 2012, the usual 
practice in support of this movement resulted 
in all non-essential lights being switched off 
in the building.  This resulted in a substantial 
savings in electricity consumption and the 
benefits received far outweighed the efforts 
of implementation. The ease and simplicity 
of it led the chairperson of Sanlam’s Energy 
Management Forum, Ian Erlank, to pose 
the question: “Why can’t every day be Earth 
Hour?”

At that stage the Group was setting plans into 
action to meet its electricity reduction target 
– a 20% reduction in electricity usage by 2015 
(with a 2010 baseline). This principle was then 
added onto the already existing tactical plan 
that the forum was feverishly implementing 
– Ludick being tasked to ensure the efficient 
execution thereof.

The brief from Sanlam Management was that 
they could go ahead as long as staff remained 
comfortable and were able to do their work.

Following this, the aircon only went back on 
first thing in the morning (and not at 10pm at 
night as they had been doing), while non-
essential lights went off at 6pm and came on 
again at 6am, and security staff was tasked 
with switching off any lights turned on by late 
leavers. 

Inspired by Earth Hour, Sanlam has reduced the energy consumption at its headquarters by 16%.
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This resulted in other practices also needing 
to adapt to the new principle. For example the 
cleaning teams changed their work patterns by 
tackling an entire floor at a time, rather than 
teams being split across multiple floors.  This 
meant that when they were done with a floor 
the lights could be switched off. 

The support of this principle was then further 
entrenched in the building over time and 
currently, staff who wish to work late or over 
weekends, have to submit a written request 
for lights and air-conditioning, and if it’s 
only one individual, they will be issued with 
a desk lamp and fan, rather than turning on 
everything for an enormous floor. If an entire 
team needs to work, then the additional energy 
cost is calculated and supplied to them at their 
request so that they can review the cost.

Other savings have also begun to reveal 
themselves through the air-conditioning 

running for fewer hours a day and not over 
weekends, in that the water consumption has 
also started to drop. This has been an added 
bonus for the team!

Ludick is now able to report that electricity 
consumption per square metre in the building 
has gone down from 390Wh to 328kWh – a 
16% drop between 2010 and 2014! They’ve also 
embarked on the next phase, which includes 
replacing light fittings to more energy friendly 
options, and working on sustainability around 
water, waste management and travel.

“Earth Hour was definitely a trigger. It 
reminded us how a simple action can take 
you a long way.” says Ludick. “Any company 
participating in Earth Hour should ask 
themselves: Why are we doing it and what 
are you taking out of it? We heed the call to 
Earth Hour ever year, but we are committed to 
saving energy every day.”

Weyers’ 5 Top Tips 
for Energy Management

• If you can meter, you can monitor and 
manage your energy consumption.

• Communicate with staff to explain what 
you’re doing and give them feedback.

• Remove the clutter so you can see what  
the real issues are.

• Don’t just continue to do things because 
that’s the way they’ve always been done. 
Challenge the system.

• The golden rule is: If you’re not  
using it, switch it off!

With the air-conditioning 
running for fewer hours, 
water consumption has  
also dropped

Innovative WWF Sanlam Partnership extended for another three years
South Africa is one of the 30 most water-stressed 
countries in the world, with an average of just 450mm 
rainfall a year. Additionally, only 8% of our country’s land area 
provides more than 50% of our surface water. To add to these 
challenges, South Africa is currently experiencing its worst drought 
since 1992, affecting food production in some of the country’s 
critical farming regions.

Ultimately, partnerships – within the private sector and between 
the public and NGO sector – are required in order to address the 

country’s various water challenges. The rationale behind Sanlam’s 
partnership with WWF South Africa, which started nearly 10 years 
ago, is easy to appreciate in this context.

To date, Sanlam has committed R30 million to the partnership, 
and is now extending this relationship for another three years, 
committing a further R20 million. Sanlam’s investment is ploughed 
into securing South Africa’s water source areas, promoting water 
stewardship, and empowering local government to integrate 
freshwater protection into plans.
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WHY WE CELEBRATED EARTH HOUR 
IN A TIME OF LOAD-SHEDDING

Ahead of Earth Hour, on 28 March this year, we were asked by many why we were 
encouraging South Africans to symbolically switch off their lights when in all likelihood 
energy-provider Eskom would be doing this for us anyway. WWF South Africa’s Saliem 
Fakir weighs in on the importance of the symbolic gesture of Earth Hour in the midst of 
our current energy crisis. 

South Africans are used to the lights being 
switched off. After all, Eskom regularly 
turns off the lights on our behalf due to 
loadshedding. So, when Earth Hour came 
around earlier this year, it was in the midst of 
heightened awareness of the critical situation 
facing South Africa’s energy system.

South Africa has been celebrating Earth 
Hour, a WWF initiative, since 2007 and the 
movement has gone from strength to strength 
with more and more cities participating of 
their own accord. Motivated citizens have been 
most resourceful and creative in the way they 
have engaged in Earth Hour celebrations that 
now go beyond the symbolic hour of darkness.

This year’s theme was climate change, and 
citizens around the world were urged to 

use their power in persuading their leaders 
that urgent action is needed. Indeed, this 
year’s event took place in the context of 
three realities: The global movement for 
disinvestment in fossil fuels, the stuttering 
climate change negotiations that will continue 
in Paris at COP21 in December, and more 
locally, the urgent need to find solutions to the 
current energy crisis in South Africa.

A case in point is last year’s global WWF 
campaign, under the banner of Seize Your 
Power, which urged institutional investors, 
like pension funds, to increase investments 
in renewable energy. The campaign helped 
influence a shift of over US$31 billion in 
energy investments globally.

Scandinavian pension funds have been 
leaders of the pack. Norway conducted its 
first fossil fuel investment review, resulting 
in recommendations for the world’s largest 
sovereign wealth fund to exclude worst-case 
climate offenders. All of Sweden’s political 
parties now agree that the AP funds should 
divest from fossil fuels. WWF-Norway and 
WWF-Sweden have been leading actors in 
these shifts.

We all need to work 
together to find innovative 
solutions, not only to the 
energy crisis but to wean 
us off our addiction to 
fossil fuels.
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In addition, most of the world’s multilateral 
funds such as the World Bank and European 
Investment Fund will no longer fund coal 
powered power stations. For South Africa, 
Medupi and Kusile will be the last coal plants 
that will receive a soft loan from the World 
Bank.

WWF in South Africa has been calling for 
the doubling of the renewables ambition by 
2030. A sizeable portion of our own pension 
funds can play a bigger role directing more 
investment into renewables and other types of 
clean-energy technologies. The Government 
Employment Pension Fund (GEPF) is also one 
of the top 10 pension funds in the world. It sits 
on substantial resources.

Pension funds are what you and I own and 
we can have a say over how the funds are 
managed on our behalf.

All of us have a responsibility to nudge the 
managers of our pension funds to do more to 
change the profile of investment patterns.

Bloomberg Energy notes that the world was 
facing a renewable energy investment gap of 
US$400 billion beyond business as usual by 
2017. To achieve a 20% share of renewable 
energy by 2030, in line with WWF’s vision 
of a clean energy future for South Africa, 
retirement funds will need to invest an 
additional R150 billion. Analysis suggests 
that current investment in renewable energy 
by retirement funds totals R11-22 billion, 
representing 0.3-0.7% aggregate assets.

Clearly, the bar can be raised further.

The energy crisis in South Africa should not 
make us all raise our hands in total despair. 
Yes, we have to fix Eskom and ensure Eskom 
uses less coal in the future. Changing our 
energy profile away from coal dependence 
must be the biggest task before us. It can be 
done and it will also go a long way to support 
the global target of 100% renewables by 2050.

That task may seem impossible but it can be 
done if we keep pushing the ambition in small 
steps. Our ambition should not be limited to 

supplying renewables for utility scale, but we 
can envisage a future where every household 
can be totally self-reliant or partially as 
technology improves and gets cheaper. All of 
these are small steps and contributing to the 
challenge of keeping our planet’s temperature 
increase within the 2º C range.

To skeptics, Earth Hour may seem pointless, 
but symbolic gestures in a collective spirit 
are a form of soft power that can influence 
change and build awareness. Regardless of 
creed, ideology, and colour, we all need to 
work together to find innovative solutions, not 
only to the energy crisis but to wean us off our 
addiction to fossil fuels.

Our planet depends on us.

The energy crisis in South 
Africa should not make us 
all raise our hands in total 
despair. Yes, we have to fix 
Eskom and ensure Eskom 
uses less coal in the future. 
Changing our energy profile 
away from coal dependence 
must be the biggest task before 
us. It can be done and it will 
also go a long way to support 
the global target of 100% 
renewables by 2050.

 Global Warming Images / WWF© 
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WHAT DOES THE ENERGY CRISIS 
HAVE TO DO WITH OUR FOOD?

Seven years after South 
Africa’s worst ever energy 
crisis, the country faces a 
similar energy situation, 
with talk of loadshedding 
continuing for the next 
few years at best. WWF 
South Africa’s Tatjana von 
Bormann explores the 
impact this crunch in our 
energy security will have  
on our food. 

WWF Opinion

The main difference between the energy 
crisis of 2008 and now is that this time round 
we know more. Increasing resource price 
inflation and volatility has highlighted the 
interconnected and interdependent nature 
of energy, water and food resources and the 
increased risk of resource-related shocks. 
A crisis in the energy system can quickly 
have knock-on effects to the food system. 
For example, consider the impacts of load 
shedding on both irrigation schedules and the 
cold chain in food transport.

In a country fraught with malnutrition and 
hunger and in the wake of the unprecedented 
Cape fires experienced on the hottest day in a 
century, it is clear that a warming climate only 
adds further complexity and risk. 
In early 2013 WWF launched a project 
specifically focused on the nexus of food, 
energy and water to better understand the 
challenges and opportunities for food security 
in South Africa and the region.

The first phase of the research focused on 
information gathering and awareness-raising 

in both the private sector and government. 
What become clear was that there was 
not enough conversation between various 
stakeholders in the system. This thinking was 
the driving force behind a Transformative 
Scenario Planning process to consider the 
urgent challenge of securing and improving 
our food system. Southern Africa Food Lab, at 
Stellenbosch University, convened the process 
in partnership with WWF South Africa and 
Reos Partners.

Transformative Scenario Planning helps bring 
together teams of stakeholders – often with 
divergent views – to create stories about what 
could happen and what options are available to 
deal with such scenarios.

The scenarios concerning the South African 
food system from 2015 – 2030 were developed 
through structured research and workshops 
with participants from across the food system. 
The level of concern on the matter was clearly 
reflected in the level of participation in the 
scenarios from company CEOs to senior 
government officials.
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Four scenarios were developed focusing on plausible threats to natural 
resources, food production, the impacts of the political economy and nutrition 
issues respectively.

Looking only at the first scenario – the one that deals with the natural resources 
on which we rely in order to produce food – we’re presented with some dire 
realities if increased warming and droughts develop as predicted.

Picture this scenario for a moment: Increasing temperatures and droughts 
result in a crisis in water quality and quantity.

This, of course, coincides with a crisis in energy supply, setting in motion a 
ripple effect through interconnected ecological and social systems. Soils have 
been depleted, there is limited viable arable land, irrigation demand is growing 
and municipal infrastructure is ageing.

Poverty, inequality, high unemployment rates and household food insecurity 
form the social backdrop to this scenario.  As a result of many of these factors, 
South Africa’s river systems take strain, which in turn impacts on agriculture. 

Some potential results: The quality of export crops would be compromised by 
poor water quality. Significant job losses would occur in the agricultural sector. 
Honeybee species would become endangered, threatening crop pollination. 
State expenditure on food may be diverted to nuclear infrastructure to address 
the energy crisis. Crop yields would decrease. Drought conditions would push 
up the price of staple foods.

None of the above is far-fetched. In fact, some of this is already playing out with 
2015 predicted to be an eight-year low in maize production due to drought. The 
knock-on effects of this include higher food prices in the short term as the grain 
is a basic input for the production of red meat, poultry, eggs and milk.

The purpose of developing the food future scenarios was to prompt a more 
coherent conversation about an effective food system for South Africa. The 
scenarios help to identify the choices organisations and individuals can make 
now to adapt to anticipated challenges or to shape, together, the future of food 
in South Africa. Clearly there are some difficult conversations to be had and big 
decisions to be made.

Farming Facts & Futures 
According to a new report, Farming Facts and 
Futures, South Africa’s agriculture sector is at a 
significant crossroads, facing numerous challenges 
that all need to resolved concurrently. Increasing 
resource limitations include depleted soils and over-
extracted and polluted water reserves. Here are some 
of the key findings: 

Running on rain:
Only 1% of SA has the right 

climate and soil combinations 
for rain-fed crops. 

Good Soil:
Only 3% of the country
has truly fertile soils.  

Arable land:
Only 13% of the land is 

good for cultivation.

Good for grazing: 
Most of the land surface (69%) is  
only good for grazing, making livestock 
farming the largest agricultural sector. 

These challenges are significant, yet we do not have  
to be victims of an inevitable crisis.  The solutions 
to our food challenges can be  found within the 
agriculture sector. 

For more information, read the report: 
www.wwf.org.za/farmingfacts
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JARED LETO BECOMES 
WWF GLOBAL AMBASSADOR

Academy Award-winning actor, musician and director Jared Leto recently travelled to 
South Africa with WWF to learn first-hand about the rhino poaching crisis and our efforts 
to save rhino populations in both Africa and Asia.

WWF Feature
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While in South Africa, Leto joined WWF’s Black Rhino Range Expansion Project 
veterinarian Dr Jacques Flamand and other biologists and scientists with the 
andBeyond Phinda Private Game Reserve to tag and collar three southern white  
rhinos as part of a translocation program. 

The translocation of rhinos to create new populations is just one facet of WWF’s 
rhino recovery efforts and overall illegal wildlife trade work. WWF also works to 
safeguard existing species populations and their habitat, partners with communities 
and governments to create policies that encourage local people to protect endangered 
species and leads campaigns in Asia to reduce demand for rhino horn and other illegal 
wildlife products. 

“My latest adventure in South Africa was as mind-blowing as always. Being that close 
to majestic creatures like rhinos and elephants reminds me of the deep connection 
and important responsibility we have to protect and shepherd these fragile species and 
their habitats. I’m committed and passionate about doing all I can to help ensure that 
these endangered animals survive, and will continue to encourage others to get into 
action as well,” said Leto.

Leto was so inspired by his trip that he has agreed to become a WWF Global 
Ambassador. In this role, he will focus on the most urgent and pressing issues facing 
our planet. But to start, he will bring attention to wildlife crime – a pivotal issue for 
WWF.

The multitalented Leto will work with us to raise awareness of the current poaching 
situation facing rhinos and other endangered species like elephants and tigers, reduce 
growing demand for rhino horn and recover species populations across Africa and 
Asia. 1,215 rhinos were illegally killed in South Africa alone in 2014, the highest 
recorded number in recent decades. This represents an increase of 21 percent over the 
record 1,004 poached in 2013. The dramatic rise in rhino poaching is connected to 
consumption of rhino horn in some Asian countries, where it is linked to social status 
and perceptions of emotional and health benefits.
 

“We must join together and protect these powerful 
yet extremely vulnerable animals from all the 
senseless slaughter and double our efforts to restore 
their populations across Africa and Asia. It can 
and – with a focused global effort – will be done. 
I’m honoured to join with WWF and the global 
conservation community and do my part. I hope 
you will too,” said Leto.

WWF South Africa, along with the United States office, is proud to have hosted 
Jared Leto. We hope that more strong voices like his will join the cause and mobilise 
continued action to protect our precious rhino species.

A population of black rhino was created recently 
when 19 of the critically endangered animals were 
released onto an undisclosed location in South 
Africa.

The animals form the 10th population to be 
facilitated through WWF South Africa’s Black 
Rhino Range Expansion Project (BRREP) and 
were made available through the Eastern Cape 
Parks and Tourism Agency. Growing rhino 
populations is part of WWF South Africa’s  
five-point rhino plan.

Black rhino are more at risk of extinction than 
white rhino due to their low numbers. Since the 
start of the programme in 2003, BRREP has 
overseen the relocation of around 160 black rhino 
to form new breeding populations and more than 
50 calves have been born on project sites.

“We are really grateful for Eastern Cape Parks 
and Tourism Agency’s  progressive approach 
to the conservation of black rhino,” said Dr 
Jacques Flamand, head of the Black Rhino 
Range Expansion Project. “It requires a genuine 
commitment to conservation to entrust others 
with the care of such a large group of these 
precious animals; but this is for the greater good 
of the species. Establishing a new population is 
extremely exciting for us because this is essentially 
what the project works towards. To see our efforts 
come to fruition is very encouraging.”

The Black Rhino Range Expansion Project 
aims to increase the numbers of black rhino by 
encouraging rapid population growth. It is a vital 
part of South Africa’s drive to reach a target of 
3000 black rhino. According to Dr Flamand,  
South Africa now has significantly more black 
rhino than there would have been without the 
project’s intervention.

Another breeding population 
of black rhinos created 
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EARTH HOUR CHALLENGE PUTS CITY 
TRANSPORT TO THE TEST
In March this year, six teams of 12 South African students set out to explore their home 
town. Their mission: to find clues that led them on a testing ride of South Africa’s current 
Earth Hour capital city, Tshwane, using only public transport, while competing for the 
lowest possible carbon footprint.

This inaugural Earth Hour Capital Challenge, a co-creation of WWF in 
partnership with ICLEI – Local Governments for Sustainability, the City 
of Tshwane and Tshwane University of Technology (TUT), was aimed at 
raising the profile of public transport as a means to support low-carbon 
development in South Africa.

The students, paired with WWF and City of Tshwane partners, used 
all available modes of public transport as they navigated a series of 
destination checkpoints across the city. Guided by the newest release 
of the urban transportation and journey planner app, Findmyway, the 
winning team was the team to complete the route with the lowest carbon 
footprint.

The event followed in the wake of City of Tshwane being awarded South 
Africa’s Earth Hour Capital 2015 in March. The title was awarded as 
part of the global Earth Hour City Challenge (EHCC), which aims to 
mobilise action and support from cities in the global transition toward a 
sustainable energy future.

The challenge kicked off at TUT Pretoria Campus and followed a route 
that included Eskia Mphahlele Library, Loftus Stadium, A Re Yeng 
Hatfield Station and Mamelodi before ending at the Pretoria Station.

The City of Tshwane has a number of low-carbon public transport 
options available to commuters, including Tshwane Bus Services, A Re 
Yeng, mini-bus taxis, Metro Rail, and Gautrain. These were among the 
modes of transport the race participants used to make their way from 
point to point while negotiating their way across the capital.

“For Tshwane, the event serves to showcase 
the city’s public mobility and green passenger 
transport options. It also creates a channel 
for feedback from end users, which will assist 
the city to identify areas for improvement 
and how the city can amplify its efforts to 
encourage the uptake of sustainable mobility 
options. Reducing the city’s carbon footprint is 
heavily dependent on reducing our transport-
related emissions and this event takes us one 
step closer to that goal,” said City of Tshwane 
Mayoral Spokesman Blessing Manale.
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CONNECTING, 
CREATING AND 
INNOVATING IN 
BRAAMFONTEIN

Location, location, location
We chose Braamfontein because it is a thriving urban precinct in South 
Africa’s commercial hub – Johannesburg – and forms part of the city’s 
rejuvenation initiative.

It is a place of cultural and artistic expression; it offers a range of 
entertainment possibilities and is home to leading tertiary education 
institutes. The district boasts a number of chic and trendy shops, cafés, 
office spaces and lofts. Our new office is an open invitation to those who 
live, work and play in the area to come and connect with us.

The Green Building
Reconstructed from an existing building on a relatively small 248m² 
site, the office is a three-storey space which includes open-plan work 
areas, meeting rooms, kitchens, two board rooms and a rooftop garden. 
To obtain green-star status, several systems and strategies were 
employed, resulting in an impressive environmentally innovative and 
intelligent structure. 

The core principles of sustainability and living within the means of our planet are 
important to us at WWF. This is why we have gone to great lengths to apply these 
principles in an exciting, new architectural feat: our green star building in Johannesburg, 
which was launched in May 2015.

        These are just some of the features in the building: 

• To reduce our water footprint, we have included features that 
curb our reliance on municipal water and electricity for heating.

• Our water consumption is reduced through the on-site 
treatment of effluent. The treated water is reused within  
the building.

• Transport is a big contributor to greenhouse gasses, so we have 
strategically chosen an office location close to public transport.

• We also encourage our staff to carpool and use our fleet of  
low-emission pool cars to get around.

• We give our waste a second chance: There are waste recycling 
storage areas to encourage recycling and reduce waste  
going to landfill.

• Waste bins are available throughout the building to collect 
paper, glass, metals, plastics and general waste for recycling.

• More than 80% of the original building’s materials were reused 
in renovation of the building.

• Our building has both natural ventilation and forced 
mechanical ventilation - no artificial cooling capacity exists.

• Our office spaces have been designed to be naturally lit, 
reducing energy consumption and creating a healthy  
work environment.

WWF Feature
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TAX BENEFITS FOR DONORS
WWF South Africa has been approved by 
the South African Revenue Services as a 
“public benefit organisation” in terms of 
section 30 of the Income Tax Act and is 
exempt from income tax in terms of section 
10(1)(cN) of the Act. Donations to the WWF 
are exempt from donations tax and estate 
duty and will be tax-deductible in the hands 
of donors in terms of and subject to the 
limitations prescribed in Section 18A of the 
Income Tax Act.

SUPPORT US How you, your family and 
your company can support 
WWF South Africa!

MAKE A DONATION OR LEAVE A LEGACY SWIPE SMART FOR WWF
Set up WWF as a beneficiary on 
your MyPlanet card, and every 
swipe will directly benefit us! 
Your Pick n Pay Smart Shopper 
and SAA Voyager cards allow you 
to donate your points or miles to 
us. Using your Nedbank Green 
Affinity account is another way to 
automatically support WWF.

GET KITTED OUT IN 
WWF GEAR

TAKE OUR CONSERVATION 
FURTHER WITH VOYAGER MILES

RIDE FOR NATURE
Nature-loving cyclists can raise funds and awareness 
for conservation by cycling in WWF colours in any race 
anywhere in South Africa at any time. 
Visit wwf.org.za/ridefornature

CONSUME WISELY

 

GET YOUR COMPANY INVOLVED
Sign up as a corporate partner,  
donate your company’s products  
or services or consider a payroll  
giving scheme.

To find out more about how you can support WWF, visit wwf.org.za/act_now

Become a WWF supporter by donating  
once-off or by a regular debit order. 
Visit wwf.org.za/donate. Your support  
is vital in assisting us to achieve our 
important conservation goals.

By leaving a bequest in your will, you  
leave a living legacy that will have  
a lasting impact on our planet for  
generations to come and be a  
testament to your deep commitment  
to a future in which humans live in harmony 
with nature.

Our fashionable range of WWF 
t-shirts, hoodies, buffs and 
drinkware is now available online.  
Order via shop.wwfsa.org.za

If you're a Voyager member, you could 
help realise WWF South Africa's 
conservation goals by donating your 
Miles. This frees up valuable 
organisational resources that can be 
ploughed directly into environmental 
work. Donate your Miles at 
www.flysaa.com 

Our Southern African Sustainable 
Seafood Initiative (SASSI) gives you 
the information you need to make 
sustainable seafood choices. 
Visit wwfsassi.co.za

Unique plant-naming 
auction raises nearly R600 000

Upcoming Events

Networking together

WWF Fundraising News

Guests at a recent WWF auction bid 
enthusiastically for the right to name a new 
species of wild flower discovered in South 
Africa. Bidding took place under the steady 
gaze of Charles Darwin’s portrait at the 
Linnean Society in London.

The naming of a new species is usually the 
closely guarded domain of taxonomists, yet 
in an unusual move taxonomist Dr Peter 
Goldblatt allowed WWF to auction the name 
of the newly discovered flower to raise funds 
for conservation. The hammer fell at £30,000 
(about R600,000) to a South African bidder 
who, among other things, produces wine  
amidst the fynbos where the species was 
discovered. 

The delighted winning bidder said that the 
beautiful little yellow flower will be named 
after his mother, Angela. The species will be 
known as Angela’s touch, Ixia angeliana.  
It is the perfect gift, and not only will she be 
immortalised in the scientific journals that 
name the world’s biodiversity, but Angela will 
also receive the original botanical illustration 
of the flower by botanical artist Lisa Strachan.

The auction was sponsored by the Everard 
Read Gallery in South Africa and was taken 
by Giles Peppiatt, Head of Bonhams, South 
African Art Department, who holds many 
world records for the region’s artists.

Our Business Network Partners don’t just 
benefit from one-to-one relationships 
with us, or in how they are able to draw on 
our expertise to inform their companies’ 
sustainability path; the real value is to be  
found in forming a strong network.

True to the nature of a network, the WWF 
Business Network provides an interconnected 
system of relationships between network 
partners. It allows partners to access and share 
experiences and information across companies 
and industries, and ensures maximum  
mutual benefit.

We welcome our latest Green Partner 
Investment Solutions to the network, as 
well as long-standing Sustainable Business 
Partner Sanlam Ltd. We’re also pleased to 
announce that Fair Cape Dairies have 
 joined as Silver Partners. We look forward  
to taking this journey further.

Ride for Nature
Race: Momentum 94.7 Cycle Challenge
When: 15 November 2015
Where: Johannesburg

Riders can register on the Moment 94.7 
website: www.cyclechallenge.co.za and 
forward their name and surname to  
ride@wwf.org.za to be added to the WWF 
Panda Peloton.

Run for Nature
Race: Sanlam Cape Town Marathon
When: 19 September 2015
Where: Cape Town

Runners have an option to run the full 
marathon or the peace trail run. To run 
for nature in any event, register through 
Wildrunner (www.wildrunner.com). 
Runners entering have the option to make a 
donation to WWF.

New licencing 
partner on board
We welcome Eco Lite Innovations, 
manufacturers of lightweight board with a 
recycled-paper corrugated core, as a new 
WWF licensee.

“Our relationship with WWF developed 
when we were briefed to produce office 
furniture that was as green as we could 
make it,” says Chris Carver-Brown, director 
of Eco Lite Innovations. 

Carver-Brown believes that the market 
for lighter weight, yet equally strong and 
durable, furniture is growing. “This will 
happen as living spaces move into multi-
storey places, and sustainability becomes  
a key driver for all of us,” he says.
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TAX BENEFITS FOR DONORS
WWF South Africa has been approved by 
the South African Revenue Services as a 
“public benefit organisation” in terms of 
section 30 of the Income Tax Act and is 
exempt from income tax in terms of section 
10(1)(cN) of the Act. Donations to the WWF 
are exempt from donations tax and estate 
duty and will be tax-deductible in the hands 
of donors in terms of and subject to the 
limitations prescribed in Section 18A of the 
Income Tax Act.

SUPPORT US How you, your family and 
your company can support 
WWF South Africa!

MAKE A DONATION OR LEAVE A LEGACY SWIPE SMART FOR WWF
Set up WWF as a beneficiary on 
your MyPlanet card, and every 
swipe will directly benefit us! 
Your Pick n Pay Smart Shopper 
and SAA Voyager cards allow you 
to donate your points or miles to 
us. Using your Nedbank Green 
Affinity account is another way to 
automatically support WWF.

GET KITTED OUT IN 
WWF GEAR

TAKE OUR CONSERVATION 
FURTHER WITH VOYAGER MILES

RIDE FOR NATURE
Nature-loving cyclists can raise funds and awareness 
for conservation by cycling in WWF colours in any race 
anywhere in South Africa at any time. 
Visit wwf.org.za/ridefornature

CONSUME WISELY

 

GET YOUR COMPANY INVOLVED
Sign up as a corporate partner,  
donate your company’s products  
or services or consider a payroll  
giving scheme.

To find out more about how you can support WWF, visit wwf.org.za/act_now

Become a WWF supporter by donating  
once-off or by a regular debit order. 
Visit wwf.org.za/donate. Your support  
is vital in assisting us to achieve our 
important conservation goals.

By leaving a bequest in your will, you  
leave a living legacy that will have  
a lasting impact on our planet for  
generations to come and be a  
testament to your deep commitment  
to a future in which humans live in harmony 
with nature.

Our fashionable range of WWF 
t-shirts, hoodies, buffs and 
drinkware is now available online.  
Order via shop.wwfsa.org.za

If you're a Voyager member, you could 
help realise WWF South Africa's 
conservation goals by donating your 
Miles. This frees up valuable 
organisational resources that can be 
ploughed directly into environmental 
work. Donate your Miles at 
www.flysaa.com 

Our Southern African Sustainable 
Seafood Initiative (SASSI) gives you 
the information you need to make 
sustainable seafood choices. 
Visit wwfsassi.co.za

WWF Feature

Networking together
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WWF South Africa

Why we are here

www.wwf.org.za

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in whic h humans li ve in harmony with natur e.
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The amount of South Africa's 
water used for irrigation 
and agriculture

More than 50 calves have been 
born on WWF Black Rhino 
Range Expansion Project sites

The distance covered in the 
Journey of Water walk from the 
central Drakesnberg to the City 
of Pietermaritzburg

The bulk of the original 
building's materials reused in 
the renovation of our new office 
in Johannesburg


